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in favour of Alessandro, and giving as a reason that he was
Lorenzo's son.

The eleven years' pontificate of Clement VII (1523-1534)
was a troubled time in Europe. The triangular duel which
Charles V, Francis I, and Henry VIII carried on lasted for
twenty-six years, never ceasing until Francis and Henry both
died in the same year (1547), and during the first half of this
long struggle it was Clement VII who kept this contest alive.
The latter during the whole of his reign as Pope was em-
ployed in prosecuting vast schemes of "diplomacy," all with
the object of playing off Francis against Charles to prevent
their combining against himself, and of effecting his own
designs while pretending to favour each of theirs in turn.
Thus, whereas Adrian VI had striven to create peace between
them, Clement's whole aim was to inflame their animosities to
the utmost. In this he succeeded only too well; and by their
unceasing wars large portions of Europe were laid waste,
ravaged by ruthless and undisciplined armies, whose track
was like that of a pestilence.

It is curious to note the sanguine expectations which were
formed when Clement VII succeeded to the Papal throne,
and how strangely they were falsified. It was anticipated that
his pontificate would show all that had been best in that of
Leo X, while avoiding its defects. Belonging to a family so
renowned for their patronage of literary and artistic culture,
and being himself fond of art, science, music, and the con-
versation of learned men, it was confidently asserted that
there would be a restoration of that culture which had been
put to flight by his predecessor; while from his sober tem-
perament it was presumable that there would be none of that
extravagance and luxury which had marked the reign of Leo
X. Lastly, of his great administrative ability there was no
doubt; he had ruled Rome well in Leo's day; while at
Florence he had on two separate occasions put an end to dis-
sensions, re-organised the finances, and given general satis-